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Figure 2:  2008 Pedestrian Count 11:00 am – 2:00 pm 
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Figure 3:  2008 Pedestrian Count 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
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Figure 4:  2008 Pedestrian Count Percent Change from 2007 
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Pedestrian Count Summary 
Downtown Cincinnati Inc. 

Executive Summary 
 

Downtown Cincinnati Inc. commissioned Brandstetter Carroll Inc. to provide pedestrian count 
data at ten key intersections in the Central Business District.  DCI receives many requests from 
its stakeholders seeking to expand, relocate or open new businesses.  This is part of DCI’s 
mission to market Downtown Cincinnati as a place to work, live and play. 

The following is a summary of the peak hourly counts at the ten intersections from 12:00 pm to 
1:00 pm: 

8th and Elm 428  7th and Vine 1,646 

4th and Plum 576  6th and Walnut 1,666 

Vine and Court 1,097  4th and Walnut 2,598 

9th and Main 933  4th and Race 1,363 

7th and Main 1,191  5th and Vine 2,744 

 

The counts included in this study were obtained in October 2007 over a three week period.   

In the course of investigating what other cities have done with their pedestrian count 
information, it was noted that the more progressive cities update their counts on an annual 
basis.  This is another tool in evaluating the impact of changes.  It can measure the success of 
programs and improvements. 

A comparison of similar business district locations from other cities shows that the highest 
pedestrian volume locations in Cincinnati are similar to the highest pedestrian volume locations 
in cities such as Philadelphia and Denver.  However, the volumes taken further from the core of 
the City begin to drop faster than other comparable cities. 
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I. Introduction 

Downtown Cincinnati Inc. is committed to build a dynamic metropolitan center valued as 
the Heart of the Region.  DCI’s efforts to fulfill this mission includes working to provide 
services to its Stakeholders, with emphasis on the marketing of Downtown Cincinnati as 
a place to work, live, and play and to provide small business assistance, information 
collection, and dissemination.   

DCI receives many requests regarding foot traffic from current and potential downtown 
stakeholders seeking to expand, relocate, or open a new business.  Brandstetter Carroll 
Inc. was commissioned to provide this information.  The process to complete this Study 
included: 

1. Data collection and review of previous pedestrian count information. 

2. In conjunction with DCI and BCI staff, identify intersections and sites to be 
included in the counts.   

3. Complete the actual counts with an experienced two person team over a 
three week time period.   

4. Analyze and summarize the collected data in a simplified format.   

5. Discuss future pedestrian traffic volume based upon previous Cincinnati 
data and industry standards.   

6. Prepare the final report in written and graphic form.  
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II. Pedestrian Counts 

During the course of the kick-off meeting for the study and a follow-up meeting with DCI 
and Brandstetter Carroll Inc. staff, the ten intersections were identified.  The locations 
selected were based upon locations known to have high pedestrian volumes, locations 
where development is anticipated and locations where development is to be 
encouraged.  As part of this identification process, Brandstetter Carroll Inc. and DCI 
walked the project area during a midday peak on a typical weekday.  This allowed the 
team to develop a better understanding of the project.  Additionally, a “test count” was 
completed on West Fourth Street between Postal Place and Walnut Street on July 17, 
2007.   

From October 16, 2007 through October 25, 2007 counts were taken at ten 
intersections.  All counts were taken on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. An 
experienced team of two observers completed the counts listed from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 
p.m.  The raw count data is summarized in Table 1.  The following is a list of locations 
with the corresponding interval count information: 

Table 1:  Pedestrian Count Summary Table 

Time Interval 8th and Elm 4th and Plum Vine and Court 9th and Main 7th and Main
11:00 to 11:15 48 51 132 131 185
11:15 to 11:30 68 48 166 159 231
11:30 to 11:45 91 95 240 147 268
11:45 to 12:00 102 136 223 286 297
Subtotal 11:00 to 12:00 309 330 761 723 981
12:00 to 12:15 111 151 246 226 306
12:15 to 12:30 120 181 207 234 277
12:30 to 12:45 103 143 336 256 322
12:45: 1:00 94 101 308 217 286
Subtotal 12:00 to 1:00 428 576 1097 933 1191
1:00 to 1:15 88 91 338 212 304
1:15 to 1:30 75 60 236 148 245
1:30 to 1:45 114 44 173 195 194
1:45 to 2:00 84 51 129 163 176
Subtotal 1:00 to 2:00 361 246 876 718 919

Total from 11:00 to 2:00 1098 1152 2734 2374 3091   
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Time Interval 7th and Vine 6th and Walnut 4th and Walnut 4th and Race 5th and Vine
11:00 to 11:15 192 127 216 107 175
11:15 to 11:30 214 233 344 122 303
11:30 to 11:45 286 403 596 220 437
11:45 to 12:00 350 415 636 281 543
Subtotal 11:00 to 12:00 1042 1178 1792 730 1458
12:00 to 12:15 411 413 663 364 615
12:15 to 12:30 431 381 685 310 753
12:30 to 12:45 435 465 745 370 732
12:45: 1:00 363 407 505 319 644
Subtotal 12:00 to 1:00 1640 1666 2598 1363 2744
1:00 to 1:15 375 340 689 271 459
1:15 to 1:30 326 312 453 254 521
1:30 to 1:45 252 206 369 203 403
1:45 to 2:00 294 233 424 156 368
Subtotal 1:00 to 2:00 1247 1091 1935 884 1751

Total from 11:00 to 2:00 3929 3935 6325 2977 5953  

The data in Table 1 is provided in 15 minute intervals.  This information was summarized 
based upon the number of pedestrians per hour per intersection from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m., 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m., and 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.   

Figure 1 may be used as a means of comparing the volumes at all locations.   As may 
be expected, the peak pedestrian counts were between 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. at Fifth 
and Vine Streets with a total of 2,744.  This was closely followed by an hourly count of 
2,598 during the same time at Fourth and Walnut Streets.   

The exhibit on page 7  provides a map of the Central Business District with the peak 
hourly count for each intersection.  Please note all the peak counts occurred during the 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. time frame.  Estimated counts are also provided at selected 
intersections. 

Figure 1:  Downtown Cincinnati Pedestrian Count Summary, 2007 

Downtown Cincinnati Pedestrian Count Summary, 2007
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Figure 2:  Exhibit of Downtown Cincinnati Pedestrian Count Summary, 2007 
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III. Comparisons 

Available data was obtained from pedestrian counts completed by the City of Cincinnati 
Engineering Division in 1990 and 1992.  This data was collected by the city for 
essentially all of the intersections in the Central Business District.  At that time, the city 
performed counts to determine the volumes for the AM peak, noon peak, and PM peak.  
This amount of data collection was outside the scope of this study.  In addition, the 
method used to count pedestrians differed from the method used in this study.  In 1990 
and 1992, the City counted volumes using each leg (north, south, east, and west) of the 
intersection as an independent count.  As a result, the same pedestrian passing through 
an intersection could be counted multiple times.     

The method used in 1990 and 1992 precludes a comparison of historical data with the 
volumes gathered in 2007.  However, any future counts can use 2007 as a baseline for 
comparison. 

As a comparison to other cities, a similar study was found for the City of Philadelphia.  
Only one location in Philadelphia had greater volume than 5th Street and Vine Street in 
Cincinnati.  The remainder of the intersections in Cincinnati had comparable volumes to 
those in Philadelphia. 

The Downtown Denver Partnership, Inc. compiled count information in 2006 at 24 
locations.  The weekday volumes in 2006 along the 16th Street Mall corridor were 
significantly higher than those found in Cincinnati.  However, the volumes in the 
remainder of the business district were comparable to those found in Cincinnati.  It 
should be noted that the 16th Street Mall corridor is a unique downtown corridor.  It is 12 
blocks long and is a “pedestrian only” corridor other an a free shuttle bus system. 
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IV. Projections 

It is recognized that projections of pedestrian traffic are important to the DCI’s 
stakeholders.  The actual pedestrian volume in the future will be heavily dependent upon 
market forces and the type and density of development.  BCI has reviewed industry 
standards and other pedestrian count information available throughout the United 
States.  

In the course of investigating what other cities have done with their pedestrian count 
information, the more progressive cities complete these counts on an annual basis.  This 
becomes another tool in evaluating the impact of changes of developments within the 
downtown core and a measure of success of various programs and improvements.   The 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Central Development Corporation and the Portland, Oregon 
Business Alliance are two such organizations that complete counts on an annual basis.   

  


